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INTERSTATE PILGRIMAGE REPORT 

W e had a wonderful eleven day interstate pilgrimage with thirty seven wonderful peo-

ple. The pilgrims  very quickly ‘connected’ with others in the group and so a great 

bond of friendship and fun was evident.  
 

It was sometimes testing, especially for some, when getting up was a little earlier than 

usual. Each night was free so it was good to retire early. Of course dozing off on the bus 

was a common occurrence!  

This was a first time pilgrimage for many people, however the 

spirit of prayer and reflection, combined with learning more 

about Mary MacKillop and the pioneering sisters made a won-

derful experience. 
 

We visited the Josephite locations in Penola, Portland, Hamilton, 

Bacchus Marsh, Melbourne, Numurkah, Sydney and Perthville 

(Bathurst) and at each of the venues we received a wonderful 

welcome and great hospitality. How proud each person is of their little piece of the Jose-

phite history. We are so fortunate to have dedicated people who have been inspired to tell the story. As Ted, who 

spoke to us in Hamilton, told us ―Mary MacKillop reaches out and touches people when they least expect it. She 

grabbed me!” 
 

The Perthville Josephites were so delighted to see us 

and couldn’t do enough for us. About ten senior sisters 

each took a little group around the Perthville property. 
 

Our final night was spent at Mildura where we went to 

the Saturday evening Mass. Even here we received a 

warm welcome from the Parishioners. 
 

Once again, for me to be with warm, friendly people 

was a marvellous experience. The depth of their faith 

and spirituality is such an inspiration.  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF PILGRIMAGES 2010 COMMEMORATING  
 

Blessed Mary 

MacKillop  
 

MASS:  

8TH DECEMBER  

10.30AM 
 

St Joseph’s Chapel, Kensington 
 

Followed by a short blessing of 

Mary MacKillop Centre  

extensions. 
 

EVENING REFLECTION 
 

5-45 pm in the Chapel  
(¾ hour duration)  

 

ALL WELCOME 
 

 

A s it has been six years since we’ve had a MID NORTHERN TOWNS 

WEEKEND PILGRIMAGE I thought it was about time that we visited 

up that way again. This will include two nights at Peterborough.  
 

During this 2½ day pilgrimage we will visit some of the places with Jose-

phite connections— Burra, Terowie, Peterborough, Jamestown, Spalding, 

Georgetown, Gladstone, Laura, Caltowie, Orroroo, Pekina, Wilmington, 

Quorn, Port Augusta, Port Wakefield and home.  

Dates an costs not yet available—I’ll advise ASAP. 
 

******************************** 

Another pilgrimage will be a half day tour around Kensington, Norwood, 

and some other eastern suburb locations which have Josephite connec-

tions. Date and costs to be advised.  

********************************* 
 

The next Interstate Pilgrimage will possibly take place in 2011.  

There may be enough activity in 2010 as we possibly prepare for the can-

onisation of Blessed Mary MacKillop. 

MARY & HER DOG IN THE  
GROUNDS OF THE CATHOLIC  
UNIVERSITY, NORTH SYDNEY 
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BUILDING EXTENSIONS  

 

 

 

In the spirit of offering Josephite hospitality I’m seeking your assistance. 
 

With the above extensions I’m anticipating / even hoping that we can now provide some 

refreshments to our visitors. We are NOT setting up a café style shop, rather it is a 

place where the casual visitor to the Centre will have the opportunity to purchase a cup 

of tea or coffee and a biscuit for a small contribution.  
 

However, there may sometimes be small groups of people who wish to use our meeting room facilities, or there 

might be groups of people who book in to visit the Exhibition. In either case it would be an enormous help if I had one 

or two extra people whom I could call upon to lend me a hand with the refreshments. It would just be an occasional 

call out, depending on the day you indicate as being free.  
 

I will include with this Gazette a slip of paper asking if you would indicate a day / days when I could call 

upon you to help.  
 

While some people would like to be approached and asked personally to help, I believe others may feel that they 

have been put on the spot and feel they MUST respond. I invite you all generally to take this as a personal invitation 

and respond if you can. Please think it over. I would be most grateful of any assistance you can offer. Sometimes 

everything happens at once and it all gets a bit much for one person to do. Thank you so much in anticipation. Con-

tact me or call in if you’d like to find out more—no obligation. 
 

We are also seeking people who would be prepared to offer their services / time on an occasional Sunday or even a 

weekday throughout the year. There will be training of course and you would always work with a companion. A hand-

book will also be provided which will answer a lot of questions and assist with the duties. There will be an obligation 

free information day followed by a training day should you wish to find out more. A date will be advised early next 

year.  

I think 2010 will be an exciting year to be involved with Mary MacKillop Centre. We never know what is around the 

corner!!  

I f you haven’t already done so, you are most welcome to pop in 

some time and have a peek at the wonderful extensions. It has 

provided a lot more space for visitors as well as providing an ex-

tended area for exhibitions.  
 

The tables are on order and should arrive in a few weeks time.  

I’ve already relocated most of the stock which was previously dot-

ted throughout the Centre. The storeroom is a great asset — I can 

even count my supplies! 

In the final stages, just 

prior to completion, and 

just a few days after the 

carpet was laid, we experienced that horrendous downpour of rain. Oh my! It 

really showed us where the leaks were in both the new an older sections of 

the building. A lot of the new carpet was baptised by immersion!  
 

The little refreshment area is yet to be set up, as is the paving area and the 

pergola for the outdoor area — we’re a bit short of finances at present. How-

ever I’m sure we’ll get things moving in the not too distant future.  

 
Immediately following the 10.30 Mass on the 8th December we will have a blessing of the extensions. Morning tea 

will follow as usual in the dining room.  
 

The Centre will be open for browsing and for any Christmas purchases you may wish to make. We will also have free 

entrance to the exhibition on that day.  

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?  



PEOPLE OF FAITH UNITE IN PRAYER 

Some people may remember  

Sr Raymond (Kathleen) Burford 

who was the principal at Mary 

MacKillop College from 1972—1976 

inclusive.  

Sr Kathleen died in NSW on the 

26th October.  
 

On the 28th September Sr Peter 

McDonnell died peacefully in Tap-

peiner Court Nursing Home.  

Sr Peter taught in both city and 

country schools and was known for 

her very quiet manner. 
 

May these Sisters rest in peace with 

the God whom they served so faith-

fully for many years. 

FROM MARY MACKILLOP 
 

We must not forget our 

loved ones in our prayers.  
1898 

 

We have been asked to pray through the intercession of Blessed Mary 

MacKillop for …. 

 Mary who has cancer 

 Phillip to find a job—searching for 2 years 

 Tom to find a full time job to support his young family  

 Students preparing / sitting for examinations at this time 

 Families experiencing sadness at the death of a loved one 

 Safety on our roads, especially leading up to holidays  

 All who have asked our prayers 

 For the repose of the souls of our loved ones during the month of No-

vember.  
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NB 
 

The photo on the Josephite calendar for November is of the historic 

church of Cille Choirill and an ancient burial site set in the Highlands of 

Scotland. It was a place I had the pleasure of taking visitors to see on 

numerous occasions during my time in Scotland.  

 

See over the page to read a little more information about this site.  

RIP JOSEPHITES  

NEW ITEMS FOR SALE 

I now have in stock copies of  

 The Little Brown Book— $ 17.95 

  T Shirt -Never see a need                                              $ 19.95 

 Cards– Thought for each day of the month   $ 15.00 

 Mug—Be calm and full of hope      $ 14.95 

 Pencil, texta & Ruler set- Bobs the Dog—Marys Pet.   $ 6.95    

 Children's first Missal      $ 8.75 

 Prayers I Pray— for primary aged children     $ 9.95 

 Children’s Bible              $ 17.50 

 2 year Diary with MMCentre Biro.  

           Month to an opening  $ 7.50 

 A Faithful Son—The Story of John MacKillop          $ 10.00 

 Christmas Cards, pack of 6— $ 3.00 

 Christmas cribs—fold out  $ 2.15 

 Christmas Crib—various sizes  

 Josephite Calendar 2010. Postage extra. $ 5.50 

 Rosaries—Various types and prices 

 DVD Australia’s First Saint  $ 34.95 

 Roll up mini carry bag                 $ 6.00 

 Praying from the Heart—a reflection with Mary  

       MacKillop for each day of the week. $ 2.00 

 Gift Vouchers for any denomination are also available. 
 

To avoid disappointment now would be a good time to select some items 

ready for Christmas gifts. 
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CILLE  CHOIRILL :  CHURCH AND CEMETERY  

When the Irish missionary Cairell, (not to be confused with St Cyril) left Iona for mainland Scotland in 

about 600AD, he established Christian Centres along his routes. However, he left no writings, no 

churches or any tangible evidence of his stay apart from place names.  
 

According to Brae Lochaber tradition, a fifteenth century Cameron chief, was ordered by a Bishop to 

build or restore seven churches in atonement for his wicked life. The first recorded church on this hal-

lowed spot, high above the road, was possibly one of the seven. Over the centuries the church fell into 

disrepair. It was 1932 before major restorations were carried out, funded mainly by descendants of the 

Highlanders who emigrated to Nova Scotia in Canada in the 1880s. In 1991 they again assisted with 

repairs.    
 

The historic cemetery contains the graves of centuries of Lochaber people but time and weather have 

eroded many headstones. Buried here are Bishops and priests who ministered in or originated from this 

area. There are numerous graves of MacDonald and MacKillop family members including Fr Coll Mac-

Donald; John MacDonald, the distillery founder and his son Donald Peter. No doubt other family 

members are also buried here, but researchers have been unable to locate records for them. Although it 

is possible that Mary MacKillop visited this cemetery during her travels through the Braes, she does 

not mention it in her letters.  

 
 

Additional Information  

The Duncan mentioned is the grandfather of Alexander MacKillop, (Mary’s father). Duncan married twice 

and Mary is his second wife. The others would be Alexander’s ‘half uncles’ and his step grandmother.   

The headstone of this grave at Cille Choirill reads:  

 

 

  
Erected  

by 

Dond  McKillop 

Auchlauchrach in Memory 

of  

his affectionate brother 

Archd McKillop 

who died 22 Dec 1835 

aged 33 years 

also  

of his beloved mother 

Mary McDonald 

Second spouse of 

Duncan McKillop 

late tenant Murlaggan 

who died 3 April 1838 

aged 76 years 

RIP 

1858 


