years (Fleming, 1997}

Statistics regarding child abuse in Australia

Nearly 1in 5 girls are sexually abused before the age of 16 (18%)
(Mouzos & Makkai, 2004)

Approximately 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 10 boys report some sort of sexual
exploitation by an older person {Goldman & Goldman, 1988)

Approximately 87% of girls were abused by someone they knew
{Mouzos & Makkai, 2004)

64% of girls were abused by family, friends or neighbours
{(Mouzos & Makkai, 2004)

Only 13% of child sexual assault is committed by strangers
{Mouzos & Makkai, 2004)

The average age of the first sexual assault experience for a child is 10

SAFETY FOR CHILDREN IN OUR FAMILIES

Relationship of the offender to the victim

Many people believe that children are sexually
abused by strangers or known sex offenders.
The reality is that strangers account for a small
proportion of the abuse.

- Children know their abusers well in 90% of
the cases — they are parents, family members,
neighbours, clergy, coaches and teachers.

- Family friends and relatives are the primary
offenders; family friends are more likely to offend
with boys and relatives to offend with girls. One
in seven girls is abused by a father, step father,
or mother’s boyfriend, although only 3% of boys
are abused by people in these categories.

- One quarter of offenders of victims, ages 12
through 17, are family members.

- Only 7% of offenders of juveniles are strangers
to their victims.

Rev Debra W Haffner, "Balancing Acts”

Did You Know?

Internet Safety for Kids

The Internet has become the new schoolyard for
child molesters seeking girls or boys to victimise.
Internet sites such as Utube, Facebook and ‘chat
rooms, provide a teenager with an opportunity to
engage in a “live” conversation with friends from
school or church, or with other teenagers from
around the world. A chat room is similar to an old-
style telephone party line, except that the teenagers |
are typing. Law enforcement has found that child
molesters use chat rooms to gain easy and safe
access to teenagers. Because of the seemingly
caring and seductive talent of child molesters,
teenagers should be warned that when they are
on the internet they should never provide anyone
with private information, personal information, and
especially their physical location.

Source: Bob Farley, “Exposing the Dangers of Chat Rooms”,
featured March 14, 2004, at www.virtusonline.org/virtus

Be Vigilant

| Itis vitally important that we are constantly vigilant — that we always observe the behaviours of those who

them — at every opportunity.

interact with children and communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means
communicating our safety concerns to our children. Parents must also listen carefully to their children
and observe both their children’s activities and the behaviour of older children and adults who interact
with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioural changes, adults must find out what caused the
changes. Being aware of what's happening with our children means talking to, listening to, and observing
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